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Two  new  booklets  issued  by  the  Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics  contain  a  host  of  information  on 
Alberta  industry,  its  resources  and  its  manufacturing  concerns. 

The  publications,  "The  1959  Alberta  Trade  Index,"  and  "Alberta  Industry  and  Resources"  are 
available  without  charge  to  businessmen  and  industrialists. 

The  Trade  Index  is  a  150  page  book  with  contents  divided  into  six  sections.  These  deal  with 
Alberta  manufacturing  firms;  Alberta  made  products;  a  listing  of  import  clearances  at  Alberta 
customs  ports;  figures  showing  quantity  and  value  of  Alberta  manufactures;  a  list  of  materials  used 
in  Alberta  manufactures,  plus  a  listing  of  coal  mines,  quarries,  publications,  radio  and  television 
stations,  and  lumber  operators. 

The  new  Industry  and  Resources  book  is  designed  to  aid  in  and  stimulate  the  industrialization 
of  Alberta.  It  contains  statistical  tables  and  graphical  material  in  constant  demand  by  research  div- 
isions of  manufacturing  firms. 

The  publication  features  sections  on  such  items  as  manufacturing,  industrial  minerals,  energy 
resources,  construction,  agriculture,  forestry,  transportation  and  communication,  labour,  consumer 
market  data,  industrial  information  sources  and  industrial  location  factors. 

Both  books  are  available  by  writing:  Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Department  of  Industry  and 
Development,  Edmonton,  Alberta.  '  9 


The  1959  Alberta  stock  train  carrying  live- 
stock to  the  Royal  Winter  Fair  in  Toronto  will 
leave  the  province  November  3.  For  the  titth 
year  in  a  row  the  Alberta  entry  comprises  more 
than  20  cars. 

About  300  head  of  stock  will  be  shown  by 
Alberta  breeders  at  the  Royal,  which  opens  Nov- 
ember 13  and  runs  through  November  21.  Com- 
petitors will  be  out  to  retain  several  reserve  and 
grand  championship  awards  and  more  than  200 
other  ribbons  won  last  year  in  cattle,  horse, 
sheep  and  swine  classes. 

The  1959  exhibit  will  include  14  cars  of 
beef  cattle,  three  of  dairy  cattle,  two  of  horses, 
one-and-one-half  of  sheep  and  one-and-one-half 
of  swine.  Exhibitors  north  of  Lacombe  will  load 
in  Edmonton,  leaving  for  Calgary  November  2. 
The  north  and  south  sections  will  join  there, 
leaving  for  Toronto  the  next  day.  It  is  expected 
the  special  train  will  arrive  in  Toronto  November 
6.  Livestock  will  be  unloaded,  groomed,  washed 
ciiid  rested  in  preparation  for  the  big  agricultoal 
show.  Judging  gets  underway  November  12,  the 
day  prior  to  the  opening. 

In  addition  to  livestock,  Albertans  will  be 
trying  again  for  top  honors  in  cereal  and  forage 
crop  competitions,  dairy  exhibits  and  dressed 
poultry  competitions. 

Included  in  the  livestock  exhibit  are  26  single 
steers,  four  carload  lots  of  twelve  steers,  five 
groups  of  five  steers,  74  beef  breeding  stock,  33 
dairy  cattle,  eight  dual-purpose  cattle,  30  hogs, 
58  sheep,  18  draught  horses  and  seven  light 
horses. 


A  total  of  63  Alberta  breeders 
sen  ted  at  the  Roval. 


all  be  repre- 
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A  diversified  cattle  and  hog  ranching  enterprise  has  won  a  Master  Farm 
Family  award  for  the  A.  M.  Robertson  family  of  Carstairs. 

The  Master  Farm  Family  program  once  again  followed  the  theme  of 
"Good  Farming  -  Right  Living  -  Clear  Thinking."  Since  inception  of  the  awards 
eleven  years  ago,  39  Alberta  farm  families  have  previously  been  honored. 

The  main  objective  of  the  program  is  to  provide  Alberta  residents  with  a 
practical  demonstration  showing  how  a  family  can  achieve  success  in  farming, 
and  in  community  and  home  life.  Winners  receive  a  $1,000  cash  award,  and  an 
engraved  plaque. 

Mr.  Robertson  was  born  in  Carstairs  in  1905  and  attended  a  district  public 
school  and  the  Didsbury  High  School.  He  farmed  with  his  father,  one  of  Alberta's 
original  purebred  Hereford  breeders,  until  his  marriage  to  a  life-long  friend  and 
school  mate  in  1927. 

The  newlyweds  started  off  on  a  half  section  of  raw  land.  The  holdings  of 
the  Master  Farm  Family  now  total  more  than  two  sections  of  land.  Another 
quarter-section  is  leased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson  have  two  children,  Donald,  a  graduate  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Alberta,  Faculty  of  Agriculture,  and  Gordon,  who  has  taken  the  farm 
mechanics  course  at  the  Calgary  Institute  of  Technology  and  Art.  Donald,  mar- 
ried with  two  children,  farms  with  his  father,  while  Gordon,  also  married,  farms 
on  his  own  a  short  distance  away. 

The  Robertsons  have  about  650  acres  of  their  holdings  under  cultivation. 
A  nine  year  rotation  program  is  followed.  Two  years  of  grain  are  followed  by 
a  year  of  green  manure  fallow,  three  years  of  grain  and  three  years  of  forage. 

All  grain  grown  by  the  Master  Farm  Family  is  used  for,  feeding  a  herd  of 
50  purebred  Herefords,  and  50  sows  and  litters,  a  cross  between  a  Yorkshire  sow 
and  Lacombe  boar.  No  grain  has  been  grown  for  sale  for  30  years. 

In  addition  to  their  own  stock  the  Robertsons  purchase  weanling  pigs  to 
make  up  a  total  annual  market  of  approximately  600  hogs. 

Two  dairy  cows,  100  New  Hampshire-Light  Sussex  hens  and  a  few  turkeys 
are  kept  on  the  farm  for  home  use. 

A  full-line  of  modern  equipment  eases  the  work  load  on  the  farm. 

The  Robertson  family  have  taken  an  active  interest  in  community  affairs. 
Mr.  Robertson  has  been  a  hospital  board  director,  school  board  secretary,  muni- 
cipal councillor,  director  of  the  local  rural  electrification  association,  member  of 
the  Carstairs  Chamber  of  Commerce,  United  Church  Sunday  school  superin- 
tendent and  director  of  the  church  board,  director  of  the  4-H  Club  movement, 
and  of  the  Carstairs  choral  society. 

Mrs.  Robertson,  who  taught  school  for  four  years  prior  to  her  marriage,  has 
served  as  president  of  the  United  Church  Women's  Auxiliary,  and  is  an  active 
member  of  the  I.O.D.E.  and  the  local  Scouts  group  committee. 

Sons  Donald  and  Gordon  have  been  active  in  the  Scouting  and  4-H  move- 
ments, in  school  organizations  and  church  and  choral  society.  • 


Two  Prdvincial  Families  Are  Selected  to  Receive 
Alberta  Government's  1959  Master  Farmer  Awards 


A  southern  Alberta  farming-ranching  family,  the  George  Cowlings  of  High 
River,  have  been  selected  by  the  Government  of  Alberta  a  Master  Farm  Family 
for  1959. 

Mr.  Cowling  was  born  in  Wawanessa,  Manitoba  and  came  to  Alberta  with 
his  parents  in  1912.  His  father  settled  in  the  High  River  area  and  the  Master 
Farmer  received  his  education  in  the  district.  He  left  school  after  completing 
the  ninth  grade  to  assist  his  father  in  an  expanding  cattle  raising  enterprise. 

In  1932  Mr.  Cowling  decided  to  attempt  farming  on  his  own.  Armed  with 
one  horse  and  a  young  man's  ambition,  he  started  breaking  land  on  the  site 
of  the  present  farmstead.  To  develop  more  working  power  he  undertook  to 
"break-in"  colts  for  district  farmers.  The  Cowling  farm  now  encompasses  two 
sections  of  land,  one  owned  and  one  leased. 

Of  the  Cowling  holdings  approximately  410  acres  are  under  cultivation,  200 
acres  are  seeded  to  Red  Robs  wheat.  Victory  oats  and  Gateway  or  Newal  barley, 
and  all  grains  are  used  for  feed.  One  hundred  acres  is  left  in  summerf allow 
while  sweet  clover  is  grown  on  another  100  acres. 

There  are  230  acres  of  native  hay  and  pasture  on  the  owned  section.  The 
rented  section  of  land  is  used  for  summer  pasture  for  beef  cows  and  calves.  Some 
hay  is  also  taken  from  this  area. 

This  Master  Farmer  markets  between  100  and  125  grade  Hereford  calves 
each  year.  The  stock  is  built  around  80  range  cows.  Calves  are  fed  during  the 
winter  months  and  sold  when  they  reach  a  weight  of  approximately  1,000  pounds. 

The  Cowlings  also  carry  an  average  of  25  hogs  throughout  the  year;  market 
eggs  from  100  chickens  and  sell  cream  from  five  milch  cows. 

Six  Clydesdales  are  used  in  harvesting  and  haying  operations  as  the  rolling 
topography  does  not  lend  itself  to  complete  mechanization.  Seven  saddle  horses, 
several  of  which  are  Palominos,  also  are  used  for  work  and  pleasure. 

The  Cowlings  have  a  family  of  four  children.  The  eldest.  Pearl,  has  taken 
one  year  of  university  training  and  now  teaches  school  in  the  High  River  area. 
Norman  is  entering  his  second  year  at  the  University  of  Alberta  School  of  En- 
gineering and  plans  to  be  a  civil  engineer.  Lloyd,  a  Grade  12  graduate,  is  work- 
ing with  his  father,  while  another  daughter,  Ellen  is  in  Grade  six  in  school. 

A  strong  believer  in  the  4-H  Club  movement,  Mr.  Cowling  has  served  as 
leader  in  both  grain  and  calf  clubs.  He  has  also  served  on  a  rural  United 
Church  board  and  the  local  Community  Hall  board,  is  a  member  of  the  High 
River  Agricultural  Society,  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Farmers'  Union. 

Mrs.  Cowling  has  been  president  of  the  Women's  Missionary  Society  for 
four  years  and  is  vice-president  of  local  group  of  the  Farm  Women's  Union 
of  Alberta.  She  also  serves  as  member  of  the  United  Church  Session. 

Sons  Norman  and  Lloyd  both  have  been  active  in  4-H  clubs  and  were 
constant  winners  in  various  competitions.  # 
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Hnnicipal  Finandng  Corporation  Loans  kmk^ 
Many  taninnities  to  Improve  Social,  Economic  Life 


Municipal  loans  ranging  in  size  from  $4,200 
to  $885,000  have  been  approved  by  the  Alberta 
Municipal  Financing  Corporation.  Financial 
assistance  is  provided  bv  the  government  agency 
through  the  purchase  of  debentures. 

The  AMFC  was  established  in  1956  to  assist 
municipalities  in  financing  capital  works  projects. 

Alberta's  Seal 
Is  Recognized 
In  Many  Lands 


All  important  documents  issued  by  the  Pro- 
vince of  Alberta  bear  the  imprint  of  a  gold 
colored  provincial  seal,  approximately  three 
inches  in  diameter.  This  imprint  on  any  document 
assures  its  authenticitv  and  acceptance  anvwhere 
in  the  world.  The  Keeper  of  the  Seal  is  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary,  a  post  held  by  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Council  of  Alberta. 

Documents  onto  which  the  seal  is  impressed 
include  Letters  Patent  such  as  issued  to  members 
of  the  government  on  their  appointment  to  the 
Cabinet;  Letters  Patent  issued  to  Queen's  Coun- 
sel, commissions  issued  to  police  magistrates, 
justices  of  the  peace,  notaries  public,  coroners 
and  other  such  appointments,  and  certificates 
authenticating  these  appointments. 

All  proclamations  issued  bv  the  Lieutenant 
Governor-in-Council  also  bear  the  seal,  as  do 
election  writs,  change  of  name  certificates,  war- 
rants of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  appoint- 
ment of  royal  commissions. 

The  seal  is  most  often  used  to  authenticate 
documents  issued  in  Alberta  for  use  in  other 
countries.  • 


Operations  were  suspended  in  1958  after  $40,- 
000,000  had  been  loaned.  The  corporation  re- 
sumed operations  this  vear,  expanding  eligible 
municipalities  to  include  school  and  hospital 
boards,  and  irrigation  districts.  Interest  rate 
charged  is  five  and  five-eights  percent  and  terms 
range  up  to  25  vears. 

The  most  recent  loan  approvals  include: 
City  of  Red  Deer,  $15,000,  lane  gravelling,  and 
$426,700,  water  and  sewer;  Peace  River,  $46,393, 


Fifty  Alberta  pure-bred  cattle  breeders  are 
taking  part  in  a  new  federal-provincial  beef  cattle 
performance  testing  program  designed  to  help 
breeders  identifv  within  their  own  herds,  cattle 
with  inherited  ability  for  rapid  gain. 

Any  breeder  of  beef  cattle  registered  by  the 
Canadian  National  Live  Stock  Records  is  eligible 
provided  he  has  access  to  suitable  scales  and 
agrees  to  comply  with  test  requirements.  A  mini- 
mum herd  of  ten  bred  females  of  one  breed  is 
required  to  qualify. 

Alberta  Department  of  Agriculture  representa- 
tives officiate  at  two  weighings  during  the  test 


w  ater  and  sewer;  Medicine  Hat,  $300,000,  water; 
luuislail,  $22,000.  land  purchase,  and  821,700. 
v\alcr  and  sewer;  Westlock.  8372. ()()().  water; 
Uinihcv  Municipal  Hospilal  D.sIikI.  s7,-.(I0(), 
hospital;  Bow  River  R.C.  Sr!,(.nl  Disin.l.  s\:H).- 
000,  school;  County  of  I'ortv  Mile,  8S(),()()0, 
school. 

VVetaskiwin,  $4,200,  sidewalks,  curbs  and 
gutters;  Bonny  ville,  $34,500,  sidewalks,  town 
hall;  Drayton  Valle>,  $23,000,  sidewalks,  curbs 
and  gutters,  and  $61,740,  water  and  sewer;  High 
River,  $35,000,  municipal  buildings;  Grande 
Prairie,  $454,500,  water  and  sewer,  storm  sewer, 
sidewalks,  curbs  and  gutters;  Leduc,  $6,800, 
water  and  sewer  extension;  Lacombe,  $22,000, 
curbs  and  gutters;  Mannville,  $45,000,  water  and 
sewer  extension;  Okotoks,  $81,965,  water  and 
sewer  extension;  Red  Deer  Municipal  Hospital 
District,  $885,000,  hospital  buildings;  Smoky 
Lake,  $15,000,  water  system;  Stetder,  $30,200; 
Tofield  $75,000,  water  treatment  plant;  Warburg, 
$10,000,  fire  fighting  equipment;  Waskatenau, 
$5,000,  road  maintenance  machinery,  $5,000, 
curbs  and  sidewalks,  and  $5,000,  water  system 
alternations;  Jasper  Place  R.C.  S.D.,  $107,000, 
school  buildings;  Stettler,  $68,000,  curbs,  gutters, 
sidewalks,  and  $96,200,  sewage  disposal 
project.  * 


period  and  allot  a  type  rating  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  test. 

The  first  weighing  is  taken  when  weaned 
calves  are  approximately  180  days  of  age.  The 
animals  are  fed  a  good  growing  ration  for  168 
days,  after  which  a  final  weighing  is  taken. 
Breeders  are  afforded  an  accurate  method  of 
measuring  rate  of  growth  and  feed  efficiencv  by 
comparing  the  individual  growth  of  an  animal 
with  others  fed  and  managed  under  the  same 
conditions. 

The  first  test  herds  range  from  11  to  180 
animals.  • 


HVithin  Our  Barders 

"Within  Our  Borders''  is  a  publication  designed  to  acquaint  the  people  of  the  Province 
with  the  administration  of  the  Alberta  Government. 

There  are  no  restrictions  in  the  repub  lishing  of  any  material  but  a  credit  line  ivould 
he  appreciated. 

Notice  of  change  of  address  should  be  accompanied  by  the  mailing  address  on  the 
front  of  this  issue.  No  charge  is  made  for  "Within  Our  Borders"  and  new  readers  are 
invited  to  forward  their  name  and  address  to  "Within  Our  Borders,"  Legislative  Build- 
ings, Edmonton. 

Authorized  as  Second  Class  Mail.  Post  Office  Department,  Ottawa 


Cattle  Breeders  Participating  in  New 
Program  to  Assist  Herd  Improvements 
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Seed  Cones  Are  Harvested 
Under  Novel  Forestry  Scheme 

Private  timber  operators  and  the  Alberta  Department  of  Lands  and 
Forests  co-operated  this  fall  in  harvesting  some  1,000  bushels  of  white 
spruce  seed  cones.  This  marked  the  first  large  scale  harvest  of  spruce 
seed  in  Alberta,  to  be  used  in  coming  years  for  artificial  reforestation. 

Harvesting  was  done  during  September  in  each  of  Alberta's  ten  forest 
divisions  and  reserves.  Weeks  of  organization  preceded  the  operations, 
to  assure  that  cones  would  be  gathered  at  the  right  stage  of  seed  maturity. 
Crews  of  pickers,  Indians,  settlers,  and  logging  camp  workers  were  re- 
cruited locally  in  each  division.  The  Alberta  Forest  Service  paid  the 
pickers  $3.75  per  bushel  of  cones.  Some  workers  gathered  as  much  as 
four  bushels  a  day. 

Timber  berth  operators  co-operated  by  arranging  pre-season  cutting 
on  their  license  areas.  Seed  trees  were  chosen  by  Forest  Service  personnel. 
Only  the  largest,  healthiest  trees  were  selected.  Fallers  worked  with  chain 
saws,  and  after  cutting  down  a  tree  usually  limbed  it  and  carried  cone- 
Jaden  branches  to  openings  for  easy  access  by  the  pickers.  The  logs  will 
be  taken  out  this  winter  by  berth  operators  and  manufactured. 

Harvest  cones  were  cured  at  Forest  Service  headquarters.  Later  they 
will  be  shipped  to  the  Provincial  Tree  Nurserv  at  Oliver  for  seed  extrac- 
tion and  temporary  storage.  Seed  from  each  collection  area  will  be  kept 
separate  for  future  use  in  that  area. 

The  white  spruce  cone  crop  was  particularly  good  in  Alberta  this 
)'ear.  Some  of  the  larger  trees  produced  up  to  three  bushels  of  cones.  The 
last  year  of  fair  seed  production  occurred  in  1954.  Cones  from  some  coni- 
ferous species,  such  as  pine,  hold  their  seed  \<n  \<':irs  hut  spruce  cones 


Foresters  are  shown  stirring  up  several  day's  collection  of  white  spruce 
cones  to  promote  better  curing. 


A  crew  of  pickers  strip  seed  cones  from  a  newly  fallen  tree  on  privately 
held  timber  berth  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  House  area.  The  better  seed  trees 
yielded  as  high  as  three  bushels  of  cones  each. 


open  and  seed  scatters  within  a  week  of  reaching  maturity.  This  peculiarity 
necessitates  that  harvesting  be  done  in  the  short  period  when  seeds  have 
ripened  but  the  cone  has  not  yet  opened. 

Another  major  project  associated  with  white  spruce  reforestation  was 
initiated  this  year  by  Forest  Service  personnel.  It  involves  scarification,  i.e., 
working  of  the  soil.  This  year  the  work  was  done  in  partially  cut  spruce 
stands.  The  department  scarified  over  1,000  acres  this  fall,  ranging  from 
about  50  to  300  acres  per  forest  division.  Four  types  of  machines,  one  of 
them  from  a  foreign  model  entirely  new  to  Alberta,  were  used  to  meet 
varying  soil  and  brush  conditions. 

Forest  Service  personnel  are  hopeful  that  the  scarification  will  pro- 
vide a  suitable  seed  bed  for  reception  of  this  year's  good  seed  production. 
White  spruce  regeneration  is  largely  dependent  on  climatic  and  soil 
conditions  immediately  after  the  seed  drops  in  the  fall  and  again  in  the 
following  spring. 

Results  of  this  year's  soil  scarification  program  will  be  closely  ob- 
served in  the  next  few  years.  Forestry  personnel  are  also  working  on  plans 
for  a  combined  scarifier-seeder  to  be  used  in  areas  where  artificial  seeding 
may  be  required.  9 
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Fairyland  Is  Theme 
Of  Children's  Zoo 


A  delightful  sojourn  into  a  land  of  fantasy  awaits  visitors  to  Edmonton 
at  Storyland  Valley,  a  five  acre,  $500,000  children's  zoo  opened  in  1959. 

A  storybook  theme  is  used  throughout  the  new  attraction  with  many 
nursery  rhymes  and  fairy  tales  depicted  in  over-size  plastic  balloon-type 
models.  Included  among  these  are  Cinderella,  Humpty  Dumpty,  The  Three 
Little  Pigs,  Mother  Goose  and  the  Old  Woman's  Shoe.  The  "Three  Men 
in  a  Tub"  rock  back  and  forth  in  the  centre  of  one  of  three  lagoons  found  in 
the  playground.  Off  to  one  side  the  "Owl  and  the  Pussycat"  continue  their 
search  for  the  land  where  the  bong-tree  grows.  A  model  of  Noah's  Ark  is 
a  popular  attraction  as  is  a  tiger  shark  whose  open  jaws  display  a  tropical 
fish  aquarium.  Three  model  frogs  on  the  Old  Mill  Pool  silently  croak  their 
way  into  visiting  children's  hearts. 

Scattered  throughout  the  site  are  a  number  of  street  lights  in  the 
guise  of  fruit  and  flower  trees  and  toadstools.  A  public  telephone  booth 
is  in  the  shape  of  a  bass  viola. 

The  major  feature  at  the  zoo  is  the  Edmonton  Little  Western  Rail- 
road which  takes  its  passengers  on  a  quarter-mile  tour  of  the  grounds. 
Powered  by  a  four  cylinder  gasoline  engine,  the  miniature  train  is  com- 
plete with  whistle  and  bell. 

Animals  at  the  zoo  include  penguins,  monkevs,  llamas,  deer,  moose, 
sheep,  bears,  mountain  goats,  beaver,  racoons,  domestic  farm  animals, 
and  "de-odorized"  skunks.  Numerous  species  of  native  and  tropical  birds 
are  also  on  display. 

Surrounded  by  a  frontier  style  stockade,  the  zoo  boasts  a  main  en- 
trance built  along  the  lines  of  a  medieval  castle.  A  realistic  moat-like  effect 
is  provided  by  ponds  of  water  at  the  entrance.  • 


COMING  EVENTS 

During  the  coming  year  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many  events  of 
provincial,  national  and  international  interest.  Within  Our  Borders  is 
pleased  to  list  these  in  its  Coming  Events  column.  Information  should 
be  forwarded  to  Within  Our  Borders,  Room  502,  Legislative  Bldg., 
Edmonton. 

Nov.    2-  3     Insurance  Agents  Association  of  Alberta 


Convention   ^Edmonton 

Nov.    3         Alpine  Club  of  Canada  Lecture   Edmonton 

Nov.    3-  6     Alberta  School  Trustees  Association 

Convention   ..Calgary 

Nov.    9-10     U.  of  A.  Short  Course  in  Surgery   Edmonton 

Nov.    9-13     United  Packinghouse  Workers 

National  Convention  Edmonton 

Nov.  14         Alberta  Highland  Dancing  Competition  Edmonton 

Nov.  15-22      Young  Canada  Book  Week   Alberta 

Nov.  17-20     Alberta  Association  of  Municipal 

District  Convention   Edmonton 

Nov.  22-24     Alberta  Retail  Implement  Dealers 

Association  Convention   Edmonton 

Dec.    3-  5      Canadian  Cancer  Society  Provincial 

Council  Convention   Edmonton 

Dec.    7-11      Farmers  Union  of  Alberta  Convention  Edmonton 


